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must be remembered, that the chief application of the pro- 
gressive principle is found in the inheritance taxes, which are 
levied only once, and that in the case of the annually recurring 
property and income taxes the graduation has assumed the form 
of degression rather than progression." 

Like the historical part, the theoretical is also enriched by 
references to and reviews of the recent literature. While the 
changes and additions here are not so numerous as in the his- 
torical part they cover all the new literature. Especially note- 
worthy is the enlargement of the fifth historical appendix under 
the heading "the faulty theory leads to progressive taxation," 
this being the field to which most recent thought has been devoted. 

The general conclusions reached are much the same as in the 
former edition, modified here and there as in the illustrative 
quotation above. But although the author has not changed 
his own position the book contains so much new material that 
it must displace the old edition. 

Cakl C. Plehn. 

University of California. 

Die Entwichlung der gewerblichen Lohne seit der Begrundung des 
Deutschen Reiches. Von R. Kuczynski, Direktor des Stat- 
istischen Amts der Stadt Schoneberg. (Berlin, Georg Reimer, 
1909. Pp. iii, 112. 2 m.) 

In America Dr. Kuczynski is best known by the articles which 
he contributed to the Quarterly Journal of Economics in 1901 
and 1902 upon The Fecundity of the Native and Foreign Born 
Population in Massachusetts. In Germany his doctoral disser- 
tation, to which Lujo Brentano contributed a lengthy introduc- 
tion, had already attracted much attention in connection with 
the controversy about army recruits from urban and rural dis- 
tricts. In recent years while serving as director of the statis- 
tical bureaus of Elberfeld and of Schoneberg, Kuczynski has 
made several important contributions to technical journals, and 
written a book now in press upon Arbeitslohn und Arbeitszeit in 
Euro-pa und Amerika. It was therefore natural for the Imperial 
Treasury to appeal to Dr. Kuczynski when, in preparing its 
scheme of financial reform, it needed data concerning the course 
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of industrial wages since the founding of the empire. The present 
report is the result. 

Germany has undertaken no comprehensive official investiga- 
tion of wage-rates covering a series of years; but from time to 
time imperial or local bureaus and private investigators have 
published reports upon wages in various industries. Kuczynski's 
task was to collect this scattered material, supplement it so far 
as possible from his own inquiries, and present the results upon a 
uniform plan. The list of industries for which he has found 
data is not long: — mining, the building trades, stone- working, the 
furniture and furnishing trades, iron working and machine build- 
ing, printing, teaming, railways, and marine shipping. For these 
industries his data sometimes come from many districts and 
sometimes from few; sometimes the returns run back to 1871, 
sometimes only to the nineties. Moreover, information about 
relative numbers employed at different rates is scanty, and 
information about cost of living unavailable. 

These limitations of the data make difficult the problem of pre- 
sentation and interpretation. From the same figures, a Mulhall 
might have constructed a series of wage-index numbers for all 
Germany since unification. But Kuczynski is too conscientious 
a statistician to pretend to establish comprehensive conclusions 
upon a fragmentary foundation. He does not combine his returns 
from the separate industries to make general index numbers, 
nor does he even construct a single series of figures to represent 
each industry. He is careful to give all his tables titles which 
warn the reader of their limited scope. As fully as the data 
permit, he gives the actual rates of wages in each industry, 
occupation, district, and establishment. Where possible, he sepa- 
rates wages per day, week, or month, from wages per hour. 
Besides the columns for actual wages, he ranges columns for 
relative wages, in which the actual rates for the latest year 
reported equal 100. Finally, he combines the detailed exhibits 
into larger groups only where the comparability of the data 
affords abundant justification. 

In most cases the results show a very substantial increase in 
wages. Sailors, receiving board in addition to their monthly pay, 
make the most notable exception. In the early seventies their 
wages were almost as high as in 1907; but present rates run a 
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third or more above those prevailing in the eighties (pp. 108-112). 
At the other extreme are such cases as the masons and carpen- 
ters of Berlin, whose median daily wages in 1871 were but 44 
per cent of rates in 1908 (p. 34). Another interesting case is 
presented by the average daily earnings of Krupp's employees 
in Essen: — the relative figures rise from 57 in 1871, to 73 in 1875, 
fall to 56 in 1879, rise again to 89 in 1900, fall once more to 84 
in 1902, and finally rise to 100 in 1906 (p. 89). Where wages by 
the hour are distinguished from wages by the day, it usually 
appears that a small reduction in the length of the working time 
has taken place. For example, the standard rates for stone- 
cutters in Berlin show relative hourly wages of 59 and relative 
daily wages of 66 in 1886, as compared with 100 in 1908 (p. 74). 
On the contrary, the Berlin house-painters have not succeeded 
in reducing their hours, and are represented by relative rates of 
77 in 1873, 60 in 1886, and 100 in 1908 (p. 63). 

These citations suffice as samples of the information which the 
report gives. As a whole, it is certainly the best available 
collection of data concerning the development of wages in the 
German Empire. But perhaps it will be quickly superseded by 
the writer's coming volume comparing wages in Europe and 
America. Economists of statistical bent will look with interest 
to learn what ground the new work covers. 

Wesley C. Mitchell. 

Harvard University. 

Essais de Statistique Morale. I. Le Suicide. By Camille Jac- 
quart. (Bruxelles: A. Dewit, 1908. Pp. 106.) 

This monograph is divided quite equally into two parts, the 
first dealing with suicide in Belgium, and the second with certain 
manifestations of the question as a world problem. The first is 
more important since it contributes something new to the subject, 
while the second contains little except the opinions of the various 
scholars who have studied the problem. 

The book opens with a discussion of the difficulties which 
attend the collection of accurate statistics upon suicide. When 
a body has been recovered from the water it is often difficult to 
tell whether the death should be attributed to suicide or accident. 



